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A SHORT 


ACCOUNT 


Several Kinds of SOCIETIES, ſet up of 


late-Years, for-carrying on the Reformation 


_ of Manners, and for the Propagation of 
- Chriſtian Knowledge. 


XA | 


of the infamous Clubbs of Atherits, Deiits, and Socinians, who, 
. for many Years paſt, have Labour'd to ſet up the pretended 
racles of miſguided Reaſon, againſt the undoubted Oracles of God ; 
too many of whom, by their ſcandalous Lyyes, .moſt agreeable to their 
Principles, have endeavour'd to deſtroy in themſelves, and others, all 


| \ F TER that the Virtuous Part of Lins had long complain'd 


| Natipns of Divine Things, and of the differences of Good and Evil ; 


# was thought neceflary, by divers ſerious Perſons of the Church o 


Expland, That the -Children-of Light ſhould endeavour to-be as Wije- 


as they; and, by forming themſelves into Societies, ſhould affiſt one 
another in their moſt Holy Faith, and a Pradice agreeable thereto. 

'Thefe and the like Confderations, brought together a confjderable 
Number of ſuch Pious Perſons (atout Twenty Years fince) who met of- 


ten, to Pray, Sing Pſalms, and Read the Holy Scriptures together 5 and 


to-Reprave, Exhort, and Edifc one another, by their Religious Confe- 


retices; and their Number hath been daily fo encreaſed, that they 
make, at, preſent, about Thirty Nine Socteties, in and about Lowden and 


Weſtminſter ; and their Example hath been follow'd, by Devout Perfons, 
in divers other Parts of this Natian, and in -Ircla»d, eſpecially in Dub- 
Iz, . where there are abaut Ten of theſe Spereties,-ſupported by the Re- 
verend: Biſbops and Inferiqur Clergy there : Theſe' Soczeties, and their 
Methads and: Oxders, were enquird. into, and approy'd. by our late 
een: of Bleſſed Mcmory,. and the late Excellent” Archbiſhqp T7//o1ſorr, 
are greatly,cſtccem'd. by ſeveral Moſt Reverend and Right Reverend 
who. bave made the ſame En ry : . And theſe arc the Societies 
which are particolarly call'd;, THE. RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES, 
whoſe Riſe, Progreſs, and Charitable Deftgns, are Deſcrib'd and Recom- 
mended, in a Pious Diſcourte, by the Reverend Mr. Woodw rd. 


But 
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But the Private Devotions, and Exemplary Lives, of the Members 
of theſe Socicties, were not ſuthcient to ſtop the Torrent of Vice, which 
had broken down all the -Banks of Reafon and- Religion; and there- 
fore, about Ten Years ſince, Five or- Six private Gentlemen (Members 
of the Church of England) Conſidering that the. higher tle Tide of 
Wickedneſs, was, the mor?2 need there was of oppoling itz they reſol- 
ved to Aflociate thenifelves, to make their utmoſt Efforts tor promoting 
the Execution of the Laws againſt Vice and Immorality, and the ſup- 
preſling of them by adviſeable Methods : And this Detign, tho' at firſt 
violently opposd by the Champions and Advocates ct Debauchery, 
yet, by the Divine Afliftance, the Patronage. of His Moſt Sacred Mas 
jeſty, and His late Moſt Gracious Qreen, the Countenance of the Cler- 
gy of the greateſt Figure in the Church, particularly of His Grace the 
Lord Archbiſhop ot Canterbury, by his Circular Letter, and the Zeal 
and Induſtry of the Perſons engag'd therein, hath proſper to a Degree, 


Exceedingly Great, beyond what Humane Wiſdom did, or could expect; 


for [this Deliga . Encountring no Man's honeſt Advantage, no ways imter- 
medling in Matters of Controverſie, being directed by Men of conſiderable 
Rank and Fortune, as Mexvbers of Parliament, Juſtices of the Peace, Lawyers,and 
Eminent Citizens; and who are alſo of the cleareſt Character ; and the Exe- 
cutive Part manag'd by ſuch who have refus'd even that part of the For- 
feitures, on Convictions, which the Law allows to Informers, leaſt they 
ſhould ſeem to aim at Their own private Advantage ; many Virtuous People 
of the too various Denommations of Proteſtants among(t us, have readil 

-agreed tw-joyn Hearts and Purſes in the Profecution thereof ; and this 
Union of Hearts and Afﬀections, in things ſo agreeable to all, who de- 
ſerve the Name of Proteſtants, of Chriſtians, of Engliſhmen, or even of 
Mer, hath been of great uſe, to remove the Prejudices, which many had 
taken up, againſt The Eſtabliſh'd Church, and againft one another ; and 


hath 1aid a Foundation of that Union, which may be a probable means - 


of putting an end to Schiſms and Diviſions, of reſtoring the Primitive 


Diſcipline in the-Church,-and of teaching England to Keep the unity of 


the Spirit in the bond of Peace. 


It 15 by the Endeavours of this Soczety (afliſted by the Religious Societies 
aforeſaid) and divers others ſince form'd, and acting under the Influ- 
ence of it, that more than Twenty Thouſand Perſons have been Convi-. 
"Fed for Swearine; Curfing, -or-Prophanation-of the Lord's-Day, in and about 


the Citics of London an yrs gt: and many of them, at leaſt out- 
wardly, Reformed thereby; and the Proſecutions have been manag'd 


with ſo much Tenterneſs and Chriſtian Charity, that no juſt. Cauſe of 
Complaint has ever yet appear'd againſt them; and by the Endeavors 
of one of theſe Socretzes alone, Three Thouſand lewd and diſorderly Per-' 
ſons have been Puniſh'd within the ſame Limits : And "tis of theſe Socreries, 
and their Riſe, Progreſs and Succeſs, that the World has hadan Account, in 
a Book, Entitul'd, A» Acconnt of the Societies for the Reformation of Manners 
inEngland and Ircland; with a Perſwaſion to Perſons of all Ranks to be 


zealons and diligent in promoting the Execntion of the Laws aga 


inſt Pro- 
phaneſs and Debauchery, for effeFing a National Reformation: Poa 
with the Approbation of a conſederable Number of Lords Spiritual and Tem- 


poral, and of the Honourable Judges of both Kingdoms. 


But 
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But altho' the Succeſs of theſe: Societies, was already; very great, and 
tho" it ſhould be. ſtill more and: more abundant, there ſeem'd.,yert fome- 
thing more; that was-needful to be dane againſt Satar's: Kingdom, and 
to promote. the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriit. The. meetihg together for; mu- 
tual Fdification, , in. Religious» Societies, is a probable ,means of,., making 
good Men better's and the Vigilance of Societzes, tor Reformation of Man- 


rers, is likely, nat only to keep ill Men from growing WorlG, at to 


* 


Convert and Amend them: But for the laſting Eſtabliſhment,:at aur 
holy Fajrh, 'andthe [ſpreading of it in the, World, there is a-yalib]e Ne- 
cellity .of ſome ſpecial Care to |be taken for the breeding up, of :Chjl- 
dren; in Virmwe and true Religion, for. the reclauning-of thoſe who 
Err in the Fundamentals of Cortfevity, and for engouraging,.the, Prg- 
pagation of the Goſpel in our Plantations, _ A TIE: 7 C2 

This Conſideration mov'd ſome Perſons of Hongrr,and. 2xality, who 
had a true Zeal for the Glory of God, the Salvatiqn of their; Brethren, 
and the Reputation of our Mofher-Church, to Unite; themſelves :nto a 
Society, for the proxtoting of Chriſtian (Knowledge both at Home and 
Abroad ; and they. apply'd. themſelves .to, form Methods, and to find 
out means of accompliſhing fo glorious an Undertaking ; regulating 
themſelves always by the” Eccleſraſtical Conſtitutions, as the Societies for 
Reformation do themſelves by the Temporal Laws of England. And 
thus about March, Anno 1693, began the Soctety for promoting of Chri- 


ſtian Knowledge, which has, ſince that time, been daily encreaſed, by 


the Acceſiion of many worthy Perſons, who were defirous to be in- 
ſtrumental in ſo Excellent a Deſign ; ſo that at preſent it conſiſts of 
a conſiderable Number of Perſons of Quality and Eſtates, Biſhops, 
Eminent. Clergymen, Lawyers, &c. beſides their Correſpondents which 
are carrying on the ſame Work 'in all the Counties of Ergland and 
Wales, and in the Plantations beyond the Seas. 

This Society meets Weekly to deliberate about what is Expedient 
for the carrying on of thoſe Pious Ends for which they Linited; and 
they have already made a Progreſs beyond what could reaſonably 
have been hoped for in ſo ſhort a time. They have (by their own 


Subſcriptions, and others which they have procur'd) bought great Num- 


bers of Uſeful Books, for the furniſhing of. the Plantations with Paro- 
chial Libraries, to invite Worthy Clergymen to thoſe Parts ; by whoſe 


_Labours, the Chriftians, who are there, may be Edity'd, and the Goſ- 


pel Propagated among the Umbelievers. 

They have diſperſed great Numbers of good Books for the Inſtru- 
Cting of poor Families in the true Principles of the Chriſtzan Religion. 
They are uſing means for the providing Catechetical-Libraries in the 
{ſmaller Pariſhes, to enable the Inferiour Clergy -the- better” to perform 
their Duty of Catechizing, according to the LIXth Caron, and the grea- 
ter Pariſhes with Lending-Libraries, which will be of great uſe to the 
Poorer Clergy, to affiſt them in the more Tucceſsful oppoſing of Errors 
and Herefies. And they have more particularly apply'd themſelves to 
the ſetting up of Schools for the Education of Poor Children, many of 
which are Ereted, and are now Ereting in the Country : In and about 
London and Weſtminſter, thereare already: fet- up-;abonts Twenty : of 
them, in which near a Thouſand Por Children, of both Sexes, are 
taught to Read the Bible, and to repeat and underſtand the Church "= 

chiſm s, 
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chiſm 5 ad the Boys are befides tavght'ts Write and Caſt Accoltpt, to 
fit them for Trades; and the' Girls' to! Knit,” Work: with their'Neadle: 
ec. to make them good Servants in others Families, or good- Wives and 
Mothers it their- own; ant by this means we have a fair- proſpe& 
of a great Reformation of the poorer ſort (who are now ſo mach 
Corrupted) by the bringing-up of ſnach Numbers of them Pioufly, in 
a true conformity*to the Church; and in ways that lead them to be [er- 
viceable to the Publick. | we 

It 13 'not doubted; but that-all trne Lovers of the Church of England, 
to whorn this. Accorint ſhall come, will, with their Prayers, Counte- 
nance; 'afid Aſſiſtance, joyn m theſe Pious Endeavours; by which fo 
much Good may be'done to the World, and fo much” Honour redound 
to our Holy Religion and the Eſtabliſh'd Church, that our Enemies may 
have to” room to charge us with the betraying the Intereſt” of our 
Church,” by Supinity or Negltgence, or with Coldneſs .in promoting 
true Piety and Ri ton at Hotne, or hed many. it Abroad in-the re- 
moter patt of the Earth: And we not doubt but theſe bleſſed 
Defigis will gain Credit to this Church, both at Home and Abroad ; 
and help to continue it, as it hath conſtantly been, ſince the Reforma- 


tio, the Bnlwark bf the Proteftunt Religion. 


LON DO N, 'Printed by-F. Brudezell, in Jemin-ftrect; 1p0e-. 
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